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with France had enabled it to spread. Francis I. had
intrigued with the Protestant princes of the Empire,
and Charles had been obliged to humour them. Pro-
testantism was victorious in Britain, Scandinavia,
North Germany, the Palatinate, and Svrabia. It had
spread widely in Poland, Hungary, the Netherlands,
and France. This rapid growth was now about to be
checked. In some of these countries the new religion
was destined to succumb; in some entirely to dis-
appear. Men. who could remember the first preachings
of Luther lived to see not only the high-water, but
the ebb, of the Protestant tide. The revolutionary
tendencies inherent in Protestantism began to alarm
the sovereigns; and all the more because the Church
in Catholic, hardly less than in Protestant, countries
was becoming a department of the State. Kings had
been jealous of the spiritual power when it belonged
to the Popes. They became jealous for it when it
was annexed to the throne.

Notwithstanding its secret stipulations, the peace of
Gateau Cambresis relieved England from the most
pressing and immediate perils by which she was
threatened. Neither French nor Spanish troops had
made their appearance on our soil. A breathing-time
at least had been gained, during which something might
be done towards putting the country in a state of
defence, and restoring the finances.

Bat the danger from France was by no means at
an end. In the treaty with England, the title of
Elizabeth had been acknowledged. But In that with
Spain, the Dauphin had styled himself " King of Scot-
land, England, and Ireland." He and Mary had also